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This poster aims to identify the role that socioeconomic status plays in determining poor health 
outcomes in pregnancy and childbirth. It brings to light the limitations and complications that a person 
in a lower socioeconomic society may face, and the effect that this possibly has on the health of the 
mother and child. A review of the peer reviewed literature was undertaken which identified three key 
areas relating to pregnancy in lower socioeconomic areas. These were social and emotional matters, 
lifestyle factors and financial issues. Particular focus has been put on understanding these issues 
from a paramedic perspective and how this can assist in both the treatment and education of patients 
in the pre-hospital environment. While there has been sufficient research into the three individual 
areas highlighted in the literature which affect pregnant patients living in lower socioeconomic 
communities, this poster has drawn these topics together to create an overview of a subject which is 
complex and multifaceted. 
